
Protect Yourself With SUM Coverage 

Most people understand that their auto insurance policy will provide for monetary compensation, up 
to the amount of the policy limits, to people who are injured as a result of your negligence in the 
operation of your vehicle.  However, it is also very important to realize that your auto policy can, 
under certain circumstances, also provide the same compensation to you in the event that you are 
injured as a result of another driver’s negligence – it is called SUM coverage, or Supplemental 
Uninsured Motorist, and it is a mandatory part of every auto insurance policy issued in the State of 
New York. 

New York State requires that every policy of auto insurance must include a minimum level of SUM 
coverage in the amount of $25,000 per person/$50,000 per accident.  Unfortunately, insurance 
companies and their agents do not always explain the importance of this coverage, or the fact that 
you can buy additional coverage over the mandatory minimum amounts, up to the amount of your 
liability policy limits, at relatively very low cost.   

Here’s how it works and why it’s important to have more than the minimum amount of coverage.  If 
you are injured as a result of another driver’s negligence, and that driver either has no insurance or 
has coverage limits that are less than the liability policy limits in your policy, you can bring a claim 
for your injuries against your own insurance company: (1) up to the dollar amount of your SUM 
coverage in the event the other driver has no insurance; or (2) in the event the other driver does 
have insurance, but his policy limits are less than the amount of your policy’s liability limits, for the 
difference between the amount of the other driver’s policy limits and the limits of your SUM 
coverage. 

For example, let’s assume that your policy has coverage limits of $100,000, but only the minimum 
SUM coverage of $25,000.  If you are injured by a driver who does not have any insurance at all, you 
can bring a claim against your own insurance company to recover for your injuries, but only up to the 
amount of $25,000.  However, if you had purchased SUM coverage equal to the amount of your 
liability coverage (you can’t buy more than what you’ve purchased for liability coverage), then there 
would be up to $100,000 available to compensate you for your injuries.  

On the other hand, if the other driver has insurance, but it is for less than the amount you have, for 
instance $50,000 as compared to your $100,000, then you would be able to make a claim against 
your insurer for an additional $50,000, after collecting $50,000 from the other driver’s insurance 
policy. 

In other words, you should always buy SUM coverage equal to the amount of your liability policy 
limits.  After all, you should protect yourself and those in your vehicle to the same extent that you 
are willing to protect the general public. 


